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THE THOUGHTS
FROM EDITORIAL DESK

STRIVE FOR RIGHT DIRECTION
The Blessed personality, chosen to give the light of Divine Revelation to the long-suffering 

humanity in the mortal world, came to this world in the month of الاول  Rabee’-ul-Awwal, in the ربیع 
house of ‘Abdullah, the late son of Abdul Muttalib. This is the reason the Muslims – the Ummah of 
 Khaatim-un-Nabiyyeen, Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) -- around the خاتم النبیین
globe consider this month as remarkable.

The past 14 centuries have been witnessing the conflict between the Truth and the Falsehood. 
The followers of Islam and the cohorts of other religions continued to make their own efforts for the 
dominance of their own religion on the planet realizing it as a Divinely- assigned  responsibility. 
But history clearly and strongly reveals that whenever Islam became the first priority in the lives of 
Muslims, they became the leaders of other nations and whenever Muslims forgot the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) and indulged in the luxury of the world, straying away 
from their religion, they were deeply humiliated among nations today or in past.

These results were not consequence of any power and strength, education and literacy, science 
and technology or affluence and prosperity, but appeared under a Divine Law prescribed for Muslims, 
as Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) stated in Quraan:

ھ   ھ  ھ  ے  ے  ۓ  ۓ  ڭ              ڭ    ڭ  
“for you are bound to rise high if you are [truly] believers.”

(Aale ‘Imraan 3:139)
As if the real goal for Muslims is to become Tue Believers, having strong Iman (Belief) and 

strict adherence to the Sunnah of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) in actions and in all sphere of life. Worldly progress, advancements and dominance are the 
fruits, obtained through ایمان Iman (Faith) and اعمال صالحہ A’maal Salihah good deeds, which is given to 
him as a “Reward” by his Lord.  Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) announces in His Holy Book – the 
Book of Guidance – the Quraan in clear and concrete words, that cannot be misinterpreted in any other 
sense: 
 ڤ  ڤ  ڦ    ڦ  ڦ   ڦ   ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ   ڃ  ڃ    ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ  چ  ڇ     

ڇ  ڇ   ڇ  ڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌڎ  ڎ   ڈ     ڈ  ژ      ژڑ    گ 
“Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good deeds that He will certainly make 

them (His) vicegerents in the land, as He made those before them, and will certainly establish for them 
their religion which He has chosen for them, and will certainly give them peace in place of fear in which 
they were before; (provided that) they worship Me, ascribing no partner to Me.”

(An-Noor 24:55)
This promise is the assurance from Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) which cannot be “False” 

in any case, or is never “Impossible” to achieve under any circumstances. This is the sort of guarantee 
provided by the Creator, the Owner, the Controller of the universe – the Almighty, Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) -- who is above all assistance and helps to execute His Will. He reminds His slaves:

ۇ  ۇ  ۆ    ۆ  
“He is ever doer of what He intends.”

(Al-Burooj 85:16)
Rather, every atom in the universe acts upon His command to cause its own benefit or harm.
May Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) give us “Taufeeq” to struggle in the right direction, i.e., 

striving for Iman and A’maal Saalihah that will attract reward from Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
by making all of our other efforts beneficial for us. Aameen!
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AL-QURAAN
THE FINAL REVELATION

It proceeds from this principle that the greatest 
sufferings, in this world, are for the lot of the 
Prophets and, after them, of the men of Allah 

(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), and yet we see them 
quite content and even happy. In short, physical 
well-being or worldly glory or luxury is no sure 
indication of one’s virtue and truthfulness, nor 
is sorrow and suffering that of one’s misdeeds 
and falsity. It may, however, happen that a man 
receives some punishment or reward for his deeds 
in this world. This never is the full recompense, 
but only a faint model which has been manifested 
to serve as an intimation or warning. The Holy 
Quraan has spoken very clearly on this point:
پ    پ   ٻ   ٻ   ٻ   ٻ   ٱ  

ڀ   پ   پ  

 “And We shall surely Iet them taste a 
nearer punishment (in this world) before the 
greater punishment (in the other world), so that 
they may return (to the right path).”

(As-Sajdah 32:21) 
ۆ  ۈۈ  ۇٴ   ۋ  ۋۅ  ۅ    ۉ       ۉ  ې  

“In this way the punishment comes. And, 
of course, the punishment of the Hereafter is even 
greater, if they but realize.”

(Al-Qalam 68:33) 
The sufferings of this world, as even its 

joys; are sometimes a trial, and sometimes a 
punishment, but never a full recompense, for the 
world is itself transitory. What really counts is 
the joy or suffering that will endure forever; and 
which one will come to know in the other world 

MAKKAN SOORAH
Part-II

Ma’aarif ul Quraan: Grand Mufti of Pakistan
 Mufti Muhammad Shafi’R.A.

Soorah Al-Faatihah
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beyond this world. Given the fact that good or evil 
deeds are not fully recompensed in this world, 
and the rational and just principle that good and 
evil not being equal in value, every deed should 
be rewarded or punished according to its nature, 
it readily follows that beyond this world there 
should be another world where every deed, big or 
small, good or evil, is to be judged, and then justly 
rewarded or punished. This the Holy Quraan 
calls الآخرہ Al-Aakhirah (Hereafter or the world-
to-come), or  القیامہ  ”Youm al-Qiyaaamah“یوم 
(Doomsday or the Day of Resurrection), or یوم 
 Youm al-Deen” (Day of Requital or Day of“ الدین
Judgment). The whole idea has been explained by 
the Holy Quraan itself: 
ې    ې   ې   ې   ۉ   ۉ   ۅ  
ٻ   ٱ    ئو    ئو   ئە   ئە   ئائا   ى   ى  

ڀ   ڀ   ڀ   پ    پ    پ   پ   ٻ   ٻ    ٻ  
“The blind one and the sighted one are not 

equal, and those who believed and did good deeds 
and the evil ones are not (equal) either. Little you 
heed to the advice. Certainly, the Hour is bound 
to come. There is no doubt in it, but most of the 
people do not believe.”

(Momin / Ghaafir 40: 58-59) 
Who is the Master? 
Now, we come to the second question. 

It should be obvious, on a little reflection, to 
everyone that the real master of every particle 
of dust in the universe can only be He who has 
created and nurtured it, Whose mastery over 
everything is complete, having neither a beginning 
nor an end, covering the living and the dead, the 
apparent and the hidden, the seen and the unseen. 

On the contrary, the mastery of man is delimited 
by a beginning and an end; it has a “before” when 
it did not exist, and an “after” when it will exist 
no more. Man’s mastery and control extends to 
the living, not to the dead, to the seen, not to the 
unseen, to the external aspect of things, not to the 
internal. All this would show to those who can 
see that the real Master of the whole universe, not 
only on the Day of Requital but even in this world, 
is no other than Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). 
Then why should this Aayah specify the Day of 
Requital? 

The above Aayaat (Verses) of the Soorah 
Al-Momin / Ghafir (Chapter 40) serve as a 
commentary on the phrase under discussion, and 
provide a clear account of the Day of Requital. 
The real and complete mastery over everything, 
no doubt, belongs to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) alone even in this world. Yet Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) Himself, in His 
beneficence and wisdom, has granted a kind of 
imperfect, temporary and apparent mastery to 
man as well; and the Shari’ah, in laying down laws 
for worldly affairs, has given due consideration to 
man’s limited right to ownership. But today, in 
possessing lands or money or power, which has 
been given to him by way of trial, man has always 
been prone to get drunk with pride and vanity. 
[Specially the modern man living in the so-called 
“humanistic civilization” when the sole drive and 
motivating force is the complacent belief in man’s 
mastery – Translator] The phrase “Master of the 
Day of Judgment” is a warning to man reeling in his 
forgetfulness and self-conceit, and an intimation 
that all his possessions, all his relationships with 
things and men are only short-lived, and that 
there shall come a Day when masters will no more 
be masters and slaves no more slaves, when no 
one will own anything even in appearance, and 
the ownership and mastery, apparent as well as 
real, of the whole universe will be seen to belong 
to none but Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), the 
Exalted. The Holy Quraan says: 
ئە  ئو  ئوئۇ  ئۇ   ئۆ      ئۆ  ئۈ  ئۈ  ئېئې  ئې     ئى    ئىئى  ی  
ی   ی   ی   ٱ  ٻ  ٻ           ٻ  ٻ  پپ  پ  پ  ڀڀ  

ڀ      ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  

“the day they will come in open view. 
Nothing about them will remain hidden from 
Allah. To whom belongs the kingdom today? To 
Allah alone, the One, the All-Dominant. Today, 
everyone will be recompensed for what one 
earned. There is no injustice today. Surely, Allah 
is swift in reckoning.”
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(Momin / Ghaafir 40:16,17) 
The fourth Aayah ُْنسَْتعَيِن اكَ  َّ واَيِ نعَبْدُُ  اكَ  َّ  You“ ايِ

alone we worship, and from You alone we seek 
help” has a double aspect, one 
of praise and another of Du’aa. 
A man’s life is subject to three 
states of time -- past, present 
and future. 

The first two Aayaat of 
the Soorah, َْالعْلٰمَيِن ربَِّ  للِہِ  َمدُْ   All) الَْح
Praise belongs to Allah) and  ِٰحْمن َّ  الر
حِيمِْ َّ  Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem الر
(the All-Merciful, the Very-
Merciful), remind man that, as 
far as his past and present are 
concerned, he owes everything 
to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) alone; for it is Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) who 
created him out of nothing, 
endowed him with 

the best form in the 
universe, add with reason and intuition, and 
continues to sustain and nurture him in the 
present.

The third Aayah ِْمٰلكِ يوَمِْ الديِّن (Master of the 
Day of Judgment) tells him that in the future too 
he will have to depend on Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) alone, for on the Day of Requital one 
cannot possibly have a helper other than Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa).

The three Aayaat having made it clear that 
man is totally and absolutely dependent on Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) in all the three states 
of his life, it logically and naturally leads to the 
conclusion that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
alone is worthy of being worshipped, for in Arabic 
the word عبادہ “Iibaadah” (Worship) connotes 
showing the utmost humility and submissiveness 
out of an intense respect and love for someone, 
and such an attitude of willing self-abasement 
cannot justly be adopted towards anyone except 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). So, the phrase: 
ُ نعَبْدُ اكَ  َّ  expresses this (You alone we worship) ايِ
very natural and logical conclusion. And once it 
has been understood that there is only one Being 
who can satisfy all our needs, it is equally natural 
and logical to turn for help in everything to Him 
alone. Hence, the phrase ُْنسَْتعَيِن اكَ  َّ  to You alone) ايِ
we pray for help).

Beside these two aspects, the fourth Aayah 
نسَْتعَيِنُْ اكَ  َّ واَيِ نعَبْدُُ  اكَ  َّ  .has another dimension as well ايِ
It teaches man not to worship anyone except 

Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), not to consider 
anyone else as being really capable of satisfying his 
needs, and not to beg anyone else to satisfy these 

needs. It does not, however, 
go against this principle if, in 
praying to Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa), one mentions 
the name of a prophet or a man 
(servant) of Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) by way of a 
 Waseelah” (Medium or“ وسیلہ
intermediary) for drawing the 
Mercy of Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) upon oneself.

It may also be noticed 
that the phrase: ُْاكَ نسَْتعَيِن َّ  to You) ايِ
alone we pray for help) does not 
mention the purpose for which 
help is being sought. According 
to most of the commentators, 
it generalizes the idea of the 
request to cover everything 

from acts of worship to all possible worldly or 
other-worldly concerns. 

Then, acts of عبادہ “Ibaadah” (Worship) are 
not limited merely to prescribed Salaah (Prayers) 
or Sawm (Fasting). Imam al-Ghazaali in his book 
 Arba’een” has enumerated ten forms which“ اربعین
worship can take:

1. Salaah (Prayers) 
2. Zakaah (Prescribed Alms-giving) 
3. Sawm (Fasting) 
4. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah al 

M u k a r r a m a h )
5. Tilaawah (Reciting) of the Holy 

Q u r a a n
6. Zikr (Remembrance) of Allah in all 

possible situations
7. Earning one’s livelihood in 

accordance with the regulations of the Shari’ah 
8.  Fulfilling one’s obligations towards 

one’s companions and neighbors. 
9. Persuading people to act 

righteously and dissuading them from what is 
reprehensible and forbidden

10.  To follow the Sunnah, or the 
practices of the Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam).

Therefore, not associating anyone with 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) in worship 
means that one should not love or fear or depend 
on anyone else as one loves or fears or depends 
on Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), nor should 
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one repose one’s hope in anyone else, nor should 
one consider obedience or submission or service 
to another as obligatory as the worship of Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), nor make a votive 
offering or consecrate or dedicate anything to 
anyone or take a vow in the name of anyone 
similar to the way one does these things in the 
case of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), nor 
should one show complete self-abasement and 
total humility before anyone as one is required 
to do before Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), 
nor should one engage in the particular God-
oriented acts of worship for anyone other than 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) -- acts which 
symbolize the farthest limits of self-abasement, 
such as, رکوع “Rukoo’” (Bowing as in Salaah) and 
 .Sajdah” (Prostrating as in Salaah)“ سجدہ

The Prayer for Guidance

The last three Aayaat of the Soorah consist 
of a Supplication on the part of man. In other 
words, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) Himself, 
in His great Mercy, has taught man what to 
supplicate for: 
غیر  علیہم  انعمت  الذین  صراط  المستقیم  الصراط  ’’اھدنا 

الضالین ولا  علیہم  المغضوب 
“Guide us in the straight path, the path of 

those on whom You 
have bestowed Your grace, not of those 

who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who 
have gone astray.”

 
The imPlicaTions of Guidance 

A problem of highest significance arises 
here. The teaching with regard to the prayer for 
being guided in the straight path is addressed 
equally to all men or all Muslims and to saints and 
prophets who have already received guidance 
and are even a source of guidance or other men. 
Why should these repeatedly pray for something 
they already possess? The answer to this question 
depends on knowing all that is implied by 
guidance. The answer would, at the same time, 
remove all difficulties and confusions which arise 
in the minds of those who, not being familiar with 
the true signification of guidance, begin to suspect 
that certain Aayaat of the Holy Quraan were 
contradicting certain others.

The meaninG of ہدایہ “hidaayah” or Guidance 
The best explanation of the word, ہدایہ 

“Hidaayah” (Guidance) has been offered by Imam 
Raghib al-Isfahani in his Mufradaat ul Quraan, 
which can be summed up thus: “Hidaayah” 
signifies leading someone towards his destination, 

gently and kindly; while guidance, in the real 
sense, issues forth from Allah alone, and it has 
several degrees. 

The firsT deGree of Guidance

The first degree of guidance is general, 
and covers everything that exists in the universe 
-- minerals, plants, animals, etc. It would surprise 
many to hear of guidance in relation to minerals. 
But the Holy Quraan makes it quite clear that 
all forms of existents in the universe, and every 
particle of dust possesses life, sensitivity, and 
even consciousness and understanding in its 
own degree and according to its own sphere of 
existence. Some of these existents possess more 
of this essence than others, and some less. Hence, 
those who have very little of it are considered 
to be inanimate and devoid of consciousness. 
The Shari’ah, too, has recognized this difference, 
and such creatures have not been made to bear 
the obligation of observing the injunctions of 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). The creatures 
which show obvious signs of life but not those 
of consciousness and reason are considered to be 
living, but not rational; whereas, creatures showing 
the signs of consciousness and reason, along with 
those of life, are called rational beings. Because of 
these differences in the degrees of consciousness, 
men and jinn alone, of all the existents in the 
universe, have been made subservient to the 
injunctions of the Shari’ah and accountable for 
their actions, for they alone have the necessary 
consciousness and understanding. But it does not 
mean that other creatures or existents are totally 
devoid of life or sensitivity, or of consciousness 
and understanding. The Holy Quraan is very 
explicit on this point:
ۀ    ڻۀ   ڻ   ڻ   ڻ    ں   ں   ڱ   ڱ   ڱ   ڱ  

ہ       ہ  ہ  ہ  
“And there is not a single thing that does 

not extol His purity along with His praise, but you 
do not understand their extolling.”

(Al-Israa 17:44) 
ۇٴ   ۈ   ۈ   ۆ   ۆ   ۇ    ۇ   ڭ   ڭ        ڭ       ڭ  

ئا   ى   ى   ې   ې   ېې   ۉ   ۉ   ۅ    ۅ           ۋۋ  
“Did you not realize that purity of Allah 

is proclaimed by all those in the heavens and the 
earth, and by the birds with their wings spread 
out? Everyone knows one‘s own (way of) praying (to 
Allah) and one‘s own (way of) proclaiming Allah‘s 
purity. And Allah knows well what they do.”

(An-Noor 24:41)
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ISLAM, IMAN AND IHSAN
HADITH JIBREEL 

Likewise, belief in the Scriptures signifies that 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) sent down 
His Books of Guidance, from time to time, 

through His Messengers, and that the last and the 
terminator of the Divine Scriptures is the Holy 
Quraan which, also, is their Musaddiq (Testifier) 
and Muhaimun (Custodian). In other words, 
whatever was contained in the earlier Scriptures, 
the preaching and propagation of which is 
necessary in all ages, is included in the Quraan. 
It is comprehensive of the essential features of 
all the sacred text previously revealed by Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)  and makes one 
independent of them, and, since those Scriptures 
are no longer in their original form, the Quraan, 
now, is the only authentic Book of Guidance for 
mankind. It has also taken their place and is more 
complete than all of them. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) accordingly, has taken upon Himself the 
responsibility of its reservation till the end of the 

world. 
ڱ  ڱ   ڱ  ں   

“and verily, We are there to protect it.”
(AJ-Hijr 15:9) 

Further, faith in the Messengers of Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) means the recognition 
of the truth that, from time to time, and at different 
places, He sent down His chosen men with His 
Guidance and the Law of His preference for the 
instruction of His bondmen and the Messengers 
conveyed the Divine Message faithfully to His 
slaves and strove to their utmost to lead them 
along the Straight Path. All the Prophets were 
truthful and selected servants of the Lord. The 
names of some of them and few details about their 
lives are given in the Quraan while nothing has 
been said in it specifically about the rest. 

ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ   ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ٺٺ    ڄ  
“Among them there are those whose history 

We have narrated to you, and of them there are 

AL-HADEETH
WAY TO  SALATION

Ma’aarif ul Hadeeth: 
Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Nomani, R.A.

Part-II
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those whose history We did not narrate to you.”
(Al-Mumin 40:78)

Anyhow, to declare all the Prophets to be 
true and to hold them in reverence is an essential 
requisite of Faith. 

As it is borne out clearly by a number of 
Aayaat (Verses) of the Quraan and sayings of 
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam), the 
glorious line of Messengers was brought to an end 
with the raising up of the Prophet Muhammad 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam). He is the خاتم  
 Seal of Prophet” and the last of the Divine“ النبیین
Messengers and now the salvation and felicity of 
all men that are going to be born till the Last Day 
depends on following him and adhering to his 
guidance. 
من  وعلی کل  والمرسلین  سائرالانبیاء  وعلی  علیہ  وسلم  اللہ  صلی 

الدین. یوم  الی  باحسان  التبعھم 
“May blessings and peace be on him and on 

all the Prophets and Messengers and on everyone 
who follows them with goodness to the Day of 
Requital.”

Faith in the Last Day denotes that it should be 
believed in as an unalterable reality that the present 
world will be destroyed altogether one day, and, 
then, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) will raise 
from death all men and women and requite each 
one of them for the deeds he or she may have 
performed during their earthly existence. 

Obviously enough, when the entire structure 
of faith and belief is based, as such, upon the 
doctrine of Divine Reward and Punishment, 
one who does not believe in it will also find 
it unnecessary to believe in any religion or its 

teachings. Consequently, Divine 
Requital constitutes a fundamental 
tenet of faith in all religions, whether 
revealed by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) or evolved by man. In some 
faiths conceived by men it has been 
expounded in the form of dogmas 
like the transmigration of souls while 
all the religions sent down by Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) are agree 
that the shape of things to come after 
death will identical to what has been 
indicated by Islam and which the 
Quraan has explained so logically that 
only an imbecile can now be skeptical 
about the doctrines of the Last Day 
and the Final Judgement and regard 
them as false or mythical.

Finally, belief in Predestination 
shows that one is convinced that 

whatever is happening in the world, good or 
evil, is at the behest of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) and in accordance with His Will. Every 
event has been determined by Him beforehand. It 
is not that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) may 
want something else and the workshop of the 
world may operate independently of His wish and 
desire. Such an idea or belief will virtually connote 
the utter helplessness of the Almighty Creator.

(A brief but highly useful advice towards 
understanding the most difficult aspect of the 
doctrine of predestination is contained in these 
italicized words. Imam Ghazali has discussed it in 
detail which, along with what has been said on the 
subject by other celebrated theologians like Ibn-ul-
Qayyim and Shah Waliullah, has been reproduced 
by Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani in his 
Commentary of Saheeh Muslim entitled, Fath-
ul-Mulhim. The present writer does not know 
of a more thorough and convincing exposition 
of the principle of pre-ordination. Religious 
scholars who want to satisfy themselves in this 
regard cannot do better than to study Fath-ul-
Mulhim. But as it is not easy for the general body 
of readers to follow an abstruse discussion like 
that, we have not mentioned it here. What can be 
easily appreciated will, however, be stated in the 
succeeding pages in explanation of the Traditions 
on predestination.)

 
(C) Ihsan

Like Islam and Iman, lhsan, too, is a 
distinctively theological and typically Quraanic 
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term. In the Quraan it is stated:
ی  ی  ی  ی  ئج  ئح  ئم   ئى  ئي  بج  بح    تخ   

“Of course, whosoever submits his face to 
Allah, and is good in deeds, will have his reward 
with his Lord.”                (Al-Baqarah 2:112)

And also: 
ک   ک  گ  گ  گ  گ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڻ  

“Who is better in Faith than one who has 
surrendered his self to Allah and is good in deeds.”

(Al-Nisaa 4:125)
The significance of lhsan has been amply 

indicated by the Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho 
‘Alaihe WaSallam) in the Tradition under study 
i.e., to worship Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
in such a way that the subduer and the Sublime, 
the Most Gracious and the All-Powerful is present 
before our own eyes and we, so to speak, see Him. 

Take it like this. The slave carries out the 
commands of his master, sometimes in his 
presence and sometimes in his absence. Generally, 
there is a difference in the quality of his work in 
the two situations. He discharges his duties with 
greater efficiency and keenness under the eye of 
the master than when the master is away. In the 
absence of the master, he is apt to be negligent. 
The same is true to bondsmen in respect of the real 
Lord and Sovereign. When the bondsman will feel 
that the Master is present right there, watching 
his every act and movement, his servitude will 
acquire a special earnestness and dignity which 

cannot be possible if his heart is devoid of the 
awareness. lhsan denotes nothing more than 
that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) should be 
worshipped and His decrees and injunctions 
obeyed as if He is seeing us and we are seeing 
Him. There is nothing that He does not watch and 
observe. This is what is meant by the Prophet’s 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) advice contained 
in the above Tradition:
ه يرَاكَ َّ َّكَ ترَاهُ، فإنْ لمَْ تكَنُْ ترَاهُ فإن ہَ كأَن َّ )الإحْسانِ( أنْ تعَبْدَُ الل

“Ihsan means to worship Allah as if you see 
Him, for if you do not see Him, be sure, He sees 
you.”

(The import of the above part of this Tradition 
has been explained in another way as well, which, 
incidentically, is more popular i.e., Worship Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) as if you see Him, but 
if you fail to attain that degree of excellence, you 
ought to worship Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
with the feeling and realization that He is seeing 
you. The theologists who prefer this interpretation 
are of the view that, in it, two grades of worship 
have been described. One in which worship is 
performed with the “seeing of Allah” (which is 
the station of those who are perfect in piety and 
devoutness), and the other is that the station of 
second class worshippers). 

Although some of the most eminent 
commentators have expounded this view, in our 
humble opinion it is not borne out by the saying. 
The interpretation given in the commentary 
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here seems to us to be nearest to the text of the 
Tradition and Imam Nawavi in Sharh Muslim, 
and Allama Sanadi in Hawashi Muslim, have also 
upheld it. Hence, the purport of the above saying 
of the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) 
comes down to this that Ihsan signifies that you 
should worship Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
as if you are seeing Him, for if you did not see 
Him, He, in any case, sees you, and when He is 
seeing you, your devotions ought to be as they are 
expected in His presence. The slave performs his 
duties better in the master’s presence for no other 
reason than that he is being watched by him. The 
most effective factor in the elegance of worship, 
really, is the seeing of the devotee by the Lord.) 

Warning 
Often it is maintained about this part of the 

above Tradition that it applies exclusively to 
Salaah. ‘It is said that only Salaah is required to 
be offered with full humility and devotion. But 
the words of the Tradition do not justify it. It 
speaks of Ta’bud which denotes absolute worship 
and obedience. Thus, there is no justification 
for limiting the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam)’s observation to Salaah. Moreover, 
in another version of this Tradition the word 
  Takhshaa” has been used in the place of“  تخشی
.”Ta’bud”تعبد
ه يرَاكَ َّ َّكَ ترَاهُ، فإنْ لمَْ تكَنُْ ترَاهُ فإن ہَ كأَن َّ )الإحْسانِ( أنْ تَخشی الل

This, when translated into English, reads:
“Ihsan means that you fear Allah as if you see 

Him”.
Yet another version has it that “lhsan means 

that you perform every act for the sake of Allah 
and in such a way that you see Him”. Both of these 

accounts make it clear that lhsan is not related only 
to Salaah, but it covers the entire range of living 
and doing and its pith and substance is that every 
act of worship and obeisance should be performed 
and all the Divine commands carried out and the 
prospect of Final Reckoning dreaded as if the Lord 
is present before us and watching all our acts and 
movements.

(D) The Last Hour 
After enquiring about Islam, Iman and lhsan, 

the newcomer requested the Prophet (SallAllaaho 
‘Alaihe WaSallam) to tell when the Last Hour will 
take place and the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) replied: 

“He who is asked has no more knowledge (of 
it) than he who asks.” 

It means that so far as the appointed Last 
Hour was concerned, he was as much ignorant 
as the questioner himself. In Sayyedina Abu 
Hurairah’s account of the above Tradition (which 
is reproduced also in Saheeh Bukhari) it is added 
that the Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) said that “the Last Hour is among the 
five things about which it is stated in the last Aayah 
(Verse) of Soorah Luqmaan of the Quraan that 
their knowledge is with Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) alone and no one else knows anything 
about them”.

The Aayah is:
یعَلۡمَُ ماَ فیِ ٱلۡأَرۡحاَمِۖ ومَاَ  ینُزَلُِّ ٱلغۡیَثَۡ وَ اعةَِ وَ ہَ عنِدهَۥُ علِمُۡ ٱلسَّ َّ إِنَّ ٱلل
اذاَ تكَۡسِبُ غدَاࣰۖ ومَاَ تدَۡریِ نفَۡسُۢ بأَِیِّ أَرۡض ࣲتمَوُتُۚ إِنَّ  تدَۡریِ نفَۡس مࣱَّ

ہَ علَیِمٌ خَبیِرُۢ. َّ ٱلل
“Surely, it is Allah with whom rests the 

knowledge of the Hour; and He sends down the 
rain, and He knows what is in the wombs. No one 
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knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no one 
knows in which land he will die. Surely, Allah is 
All Knowing, All Aware.”     (Luqmaan 31 :34) 

Commentators have observed that the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) instead of giving 
a straightforward reply that he had no knowledge 
of the Hour, preferred to say that “he who is asked 
has no more knowledge (about it) than he who 
asks” because he wanted to emphasize that no 
one in the world, neither the one who asked nor 
the one who was asked, was aware of it, and by 
reciting the last verse of the Soorah Luqmaan he 
made his reply more striking. 

(E) Portents 
On receiving this answer about the Last 

Hour, the visitor asked the Prophet (SallAllaaho 
‘Alaihe WaSallam) to tell him something about 
its portents. The Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) thereupon, described two of the main 
signs:

(I) the slave-girl will give birth to her mistress 
or master; and

(II) the poor, ill-clad and starving herdsmen 
will erect high buildings. 

The first sign has been explained by the 
authorities in various ways. In our view, the most 
reasonable interpretation is that in the period 
preceding the Hour the tendency to disobey the 
parents will become widespread, so much so that 
daughters, who by nature are more respectful to 
their mothers and about whom it is hard to believe 
that they can ever be defiant towards them will not 
only become insolent to their mothers but actually 
domineer over them and treat them as a mistress 
treats her slave-girl. In other words, there will be 
a general tendency towards parents becoming the 
slaves of their children and the sign, indeed, is 
already being witnessed. 

The other sign denotes that the period 
preceding the Hour will, among other things, be 
remarkable for the fact that wealth will pass into 
the hands of the low-born who will be utterly 
unworthy of it They will be interested only in 
making a vulgar display of their affluence by 
building palatial houses and competing with each 
other in other fields of ostentatious living. 

The same subject is broached in another 
Hadeeth thus: 

َ اعةَ إِذاَ وسُِّدَ الأَمْرُ إِلىَ غيَرِْ أَهلْهِِ فاَنتْظَرِِ السَّ
“When authority and high offices are handed 

over to the unworthy then wait for the Last 
Hour.”                                          (Bukhari)

At the end of the Tradition under discussion 
it is mentioned that after the visitor had departed, 
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) 
disclosed that he was Jibreel, the Trustworthy, 
who had come to teach people their religion by 
means of the dialogue. 

In some versions of the above Tradition, it is 
stated that the visit by Jibreel and the ensuring 
conversation had taken place during the last days 
of the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam)’s 
life. That being the case, it would appear that 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) had mercifully, 
decided to bring to perfection the Sahaabah in 
Faith by making the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) explain its sum and substance in reply 
to questions put to him by Jibreel and to make 
them the trustees of that knowledge. 

In fact, three things are the extract of Faith.
Firstly, the bondsman surrenders himself 

wholly to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and 
casts his life into the mold of submission to Him. 
This is what Islam actually is, while its tenets 
and practices are the signs and symbols of this 
fundamental reality.

Secondly, the major transcendental truths 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) have revealed 
and called on mankind to believe in are accepted 
as true. This is Iman.

Thirdly, if Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
enables one to complete the stages of Islam 
and Iman, the third and ultimate stage is that 
the consciousness of the existence of Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and the awareness 
of His Omnipresence became so strong that 
allegiance is rendered to Him and His commands 
are carried out as if He is present before our own 
eyes in all His Glory and Splendor, and watching 
all our deeds and actions closely. This state of 
feeling is called Ihsan. 

The concentrated meaning of Islam is 
contained in these few questions and answers, and 
the scholars of the Traditions have, accordingly, 
described this saying as the “Mother of Sunnah”. 
As Soorah Al-Faatihah is called the ‘Mother of the 
Book’, since it is symbolical of all the main precepts 
and doctrines of Islam, in the same way the above 
Tradition deserves to be known as the “Mother of 
Sunnah” because of its comprehensiveness. For 
the same reason, Imam Muslim has placed this 
Tradition at the head of his compilation and Imam 
Baghawi, also, has opened both of his books, 
Masaabih and Sharh Sunnah with it.   99
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ISLAMICS

Sent by: Brother Hafiz Ahmad Tanweer

Salaah is Allah’s (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
most important form of Ibaadah (Worship) 
that He Himself has prescribed for us, the 

Believers. The aim of Salaah is to be ever conscious 
of our Lord, Creator and Sustainer of all things, 
as it is indeed one of the most comprehensive 
forms of ‘Zikr’. Perhaps, it is for this reason Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) mentions in Hadeeth 
Qudsi:

Sayyedina Abu Hurairah reported that 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:
إِنَّ أَوَّلَ ماَ يُحاَسَبُ بهِِ العْبَدُْ يوَمَْ القْيِاَمةَِ منِْ عمَلَهِِ صَلاَتهُُ فإَِنْ 
فإَِنْ انتْقَصََ  صَلحَُتْ فقَدَْ أَفلْحََ وأََنْجحََ وإَِنْ فسَدَتَْ فقَدَْ خاَبَ وخََسرَِ 
تطَوَعٍُّ  منِْ  لعِبَدْيِ  انظْرُوُا هلَْ  وجَلََّ  عزََّ  الربَُّّ  قاَلَ  شيَْءٌ  يضَتهِِ  فرَِ منِْ 

يكَوُنُ سَائرُِ عمَلَهِِ علَىَ ذلَكَِ. يضَةِ ثمَُّ  فيَكَُملََّ بهِاَ ماَ انتْقَصََ منِْ الفْرَِ
The first action for which a servant of 

Allah will be held accountable on یوم القیامہ “Youm 
ul Qiyyaamah” (the Day of Resurrection) will 
be his Salaah (Prayers). If they are in order, he 
will have prospered and succeeded. If they are 
lacking, he will have failed and lost. If there 
is something defective in his صلوۃ  Fardh“ فرض 
Salaah” (Obligatory Prayers), then the Almighty 

Lord will say: ‘See if My servant has any نفل 
 Nafl Salaah” (Voluntary Prayers) that can“ صلوۃ
complete what is insufficient in his Fardh Salaah. 
The rest of his deeds will be judged the same way.

(At-Tirmizi)
Salaah is one of the fundamental blocks 

of Islam that leads to success in this world and 
the Aakhirah (Hereafter). Undoubtedly, if we 
are steadfast in our Salaah, everything else in 
life also falls into place. We should, therefore, 
concentrate on achieving خشوع “Khushoo’” (state 
of fear of Lord Almighty) into our daily Salaah. 
The execution of Khushoo’ lies in the level of 
submissiveness, humility, longing, and tranquility 
within the heart due to the conscious awareness of 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Greatness and 
Magnificence during the daily act of standing in 
front of Him.

It is thus, imperative, that we consciously 
improve the quality of our daily Salaah, not only 
for Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s sake, but 
for our own level of acceptance in His noble court. 
What better way is there to connect with Him 
through Salaah? Below are few tips compiled in 

Improve QualIty of Salaah
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this regard. May Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
bestow Khushoo’ because of His infinite رحمہ 
“Rahamah” (Mercy).

Focus and concentrate

Be sure to focus on every step of your 
Salaah and concentrate on every transitional 

position that you are in. For example, be aware of 
your posture while going in رکوع Rukoo’ (Bowing 
down) and then in سجدہ Sajdah (Prostration). In 
essence, try your best to execute the positions as 
accurately as has been prescribed in Sunnah:

ُموُنيِ أُصَليِّ وا كَماَ رأََيتْ ُّ صَل
“Pray as you have seen me praying.”
The فقہاء Fuqahaa (Islamic Jurisprudents) 

have explored, filtered out and explained 
exactly what were the practices of the Prophet 

(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) in his Last days. 
As during compilation period, all Ahaadeeth 
(Traditions), irrespective of early Islamic days and 
later days (final stage of the life) of the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam), had been 
collected in Hadeeth Books.

Moreover, take your time with each 
and every part of the Salaah. There is no Salaah 
dearer to our Lord than that which is said whole-
heartedly.

understand What you recite

To establish a deeper connection with Allh 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), the Almighty, we 
should make an effort to understand the actual 
meaning of what we are saying in Salaah, so 
we are able to connect our hearts to it. Through 
understanding the meaning of what we are 
reciting during our daily Salaah, we will notice a 
new-found depth and sweetness in our Salaah and 
hence, it will draw us closer to Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa).

Pre-salaah PreParation

Try to keep a working schedule that 
integrates all five Fardh (Obligatory) Salaah and 
make it a point to be punctual. Purify yourself by 
doing وضوء Wudhoo (Ablution) with great care as 
this impacts the concentration in Salaah. It was 
narrated from Shabib Abi Rawh, from a man 
among the Sahaabah (Companions) of the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) that he led the 
Salaah of Morning (Fajr) and recited Soorah Ar-
Room, but he stumbled in his recitation. When he 
had finished Salaah, he said:

“What is the matter with people who pray 
with us without purifying themselves properly? 
Those people make us stumble in reciting Quraan.”

َلبْسُِ علَيَنْاَ  ماَ ي َّ هوُرَ فإَِن ونَ معَنَاَ لاَ يُحسِْنوُنَ الطُّ ُّ ماَ باَلُ أَقوْاَمٍ يصَُل
القْرُآْنَ أُولئَكَِ.

(An-Nasaaee)
Find a Masjid at accessible distance. 

Accessible, without surrendering to the lethargic 
attitude in usual cases because this is an important 
command you are going to fulfill. If not possible, 
then try to offer salaah at a quiet and clean 
place, with minimum distractions and noise to 
concentrate in your Worship as it deserves. Make 
sure to adorn clean and modest clothing for the 
meeting with your Creator.

realize and avoid shaitaan’s (satan’s) attemPt to 
de-track you

Try to keep a working 
schedule that integrates 
all five Fardh (Obligatory) 
Salaah and make it a point 
to be punctual.
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As soon as a Believer starts his / her 
Salaah, Shaitaan whispers in his / her ear to create 
distraction and to fill his / her mind with anything 
and everything but the attentiveness towards 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). Shaitaan is well 
aware that the coming out of unmindful state 

and keep remembrance of Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) (especially in Salaah and generally 
all the time) brings you closer to Him, so he tries 
endlessly to disengage your mind and heart from 
your Salaah. If you ever feel your mind wandering, 
do not allow Shaitaan to disrupt your Salaah as 
Shaitaan has been given power to some extent to 

lure you towards 
anything other 
than the ذکر “Zikr” 
(Remembrance) of 
Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa). So, 
with your utmost 
strength that Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) surely has 
given to you, actively 
seek refuge with 
Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) from 
Shaitan’s disruption 
during the rest of 
the Salaah.

continuously make 
du’aa

Du’aa is one 
of the most powerful 
tools that the 
Believer is equipped 
with. Du’aa grants 
you a direct passage 

to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), where 
nothing except you and your Creator exists. Take 
every Salaah as an opportunity to converse with 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). If you’re facing 
hardships in life, call upon Him. If you don’t know 
which road to take in life, ask Him. If you feel a 
void in your heart, request Him to fill it. If you feel 
blessed and content in life, make Du’aa to accept 
your thanks in His court for all His bounties and 
for giving us the blessing to be able to perform 
Salaah and pray to Him despite many faults.

We should make it a point to offer every 
Salaah as if it is our last Salaah (direct contact with 
Lord Almighty) on earth, as Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) mentions in the Quraan:

چ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌ   
“So remember Me, I will remember you…”

(Al-Baqarah 2:152)
Offer your every Salaah in a satisfactory 

way and it will surely lead to a positive change in 
your life and of course, in the Aakhirah (Hereafter).

Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has time 
to listen; do you have time to contact Him?

🌴🌴🌴

Salaah is one of the 
fundamental blocks of Islam 
that leads to success in this 
world and the Aakhirah 
(Hereafter). Undoubtedly, 
if we are steadfast in our 
Salaah, everything else in 
life also falls into place.
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Humans have blessed with the divine 
favors of body and soul by the supreme 
Lord possessing four elements with 

distinct powers. These distinct powers are 
exuberant to foster new portals of imaginations 
leading to soul purification. Apart from these 
powers, the moral attributes reshape the inner 
beauty of soul pertaining to high distinction in 
sight of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), the 
Almighty, otherwise the human body succumb to 
tyranny and gluttony that is the end to the moral 
and spiritual life of a body.

As water is essential for plants, good deeds 
are to soul. The soul nourishes with every good 
deed that is why the Holy Scripture of Quraan 
and Prophet (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Sunnah 
are the essence persuading humans towards good 
deeds.
ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ    ٹ  ٹ  

ٹ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڦ    ڦ   
“Surely, this Quraan guides to something 

that is most straightforward, and gives glad 
tidings to the believers who do good deeds that 
ready for them there is a great reward.” 

(Al-Israa 17:9)
The benefit of doing good deeds lies in 

the reward that a person will get it from the 
glorified Lord of the universe and who knows 
which of their deed becomes a source of their 
redemption at الحساب  Youm-ul-Hisaab” (the“ یوم 
Day of Reckoning). Islamic virtues are intertwined 
with the performance of good deeds regardless of 
nature to attain the level of piety and bounties. 
Some of the daily Islamic virtues that a Muslim 
should perform for moral, spiritual, and social 
perspective are:

1. Paying Alms:
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has 

awarded almost everything to His worshippers, 
yet has kept some deprivations for a man because 
nothing is perfect except the Lord Himself. 
These deprivations are of different types and for 

ISLAMICS
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different people, some being tested through lack 
of food, some through lack of happiness, and 
some being tested upon lack of money and daily 
requirements. Quraan narrates:
ٹ   ٹ   ٿ   ٿ    ٿ   ٿ   ٺ   ٺ  

ڤ   ڤ     ڤ    ٹڤ   ٹ  
“Surely, We will test you with a bit of 

fear and hunger, and loss in wealth and lives and 
fruits, and give good tidings to the patient.”

(Al-Baqarah 2:155)
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has 

emphasized in Quraan to give alms to those 
who deserve, in order to fulfill their daily 
needs. Zakaah (the Obligatory Charity @ 2.5% 
yearly) is the deed that has highly recommended 
and emphasized in the Sacramental Scriptures. 
This deed cleanses one’s money and intention and 
brings him closer to His Mighty Lord.
ۈ   ۆ    ۆ   ۇ   ڭۇ   ڭ   ڭ   ڭ  

ې   ې    ې   ۉ   ۉ   ۅ   ۋۅ   ۋ   ۇٴ   ۈ  
“And be steadfast in Salaah (Prayer), and 

give Zakaah (Obligatory Charity). Whatever good 
you send forth for yourselves, you will find it with 
Allah. Certainly, Allah is watchful of what you 
do.” 

(Al-Baqarah 2:110)

2. Be Just Be fair:
The five fundamental pillars of Islam are 

the core block of Islamic doctrines that are 
weak until they lack justice and equality. Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) is the omnipotent 
Judge and His realm is the absolute example of 
it. الآخرہ یوم   “Youm-ul-Aakhirah” (the Doomsday) 
even is the example that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) will reward people with what they have 
been committed throughout their lives. Justice 
is an utmost social factor too which leads to pay 
the due rights to people. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) despises that arrogant leader who have 

bestowed with throne yet lacks justice and shows 
Love for those who are just and patient in dealings.
ہ  ہ  ھ  ھ        ھ  ھ   ے  ےۓ  
ۓ  ڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ڭ   ۇ  ۇۆ  ۆ  ۈ  ۈ  

ۇٴۋ  ۋ  ۅۅ  ۉ   ۉ  ې  ې  ې  ې  
“O you who believe! Be steadfast for 

(obeying the commands of) Allah, (and) witnesses 
for justice. Malice against a people should not 
prompt you to avoid doing justice. Do justice. That 
is nearer to Taqwaa (Piety). Fear Allah. Surely, 
Allah is All-Aware of what you do.” 

(Al-Maaidah 5:8)
3. Treat with kindness:

Prior to Islam, the Arabs were in the 
amalgamation of fear and miseries, fear of 
neighbors, fear of people belonging to other 
religions but with the advent of Islam, the cruel 
practices had perished and replaced by love and 
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peace. Kindness has attained the highest level in 
deeds and the kind-less hearts were told that they 
have no place in Jannah (Paradise) as well.

َابُّوا
َ

نََّةَ حَتَّ تؤُْمِنوُا، وَلَا تؤُْمِنوُا حَتَّ ت
ْ
اَ تدَْخُلوُا ال

“You will not enter Jannah until you have 
faith; and you will not complete your faith till you 
love one another.”                     (Muslim)

Kindness can be in subset of any form 
that is kindness to kids, wives, family, neighbors, 
and all fellow beings. Kindness 
is Muslim’s expression of faith 
and has high rewards for the 
one who deal people in the best 
of his manner in kind pursuit.

Removing obstacle is 
kindness, generosity, willful 
guidance, and giving someone 
best advice to alleviate one’s 
miseries is kindness, the level 
of which has even kept higher 
than Salaah (Prayers) and 
Sawm (Fasting) as reported that 
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) asked his Sahaabah (Companion):

دَقَةِ  لَاةِ وَالصَّ يَامِ وَالصَّ فضَْلَ مِنْ دَرجََةِ الصِّ
َ
كُمْ بأِ خْبُِ

ُ
لَا أ

َ
 أ

“Shall I not inform you of something 
more excellent in degree than fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving (Sadaqah)?”

The people replied:
بلََ

“Yes (O Prophet of Allah)!
He said:

اَلِقَةُ
ْ
َيِْ ال َيِْ وَفَسَادُ ذَاتِ الْ إِصْلَاحُ ذَاتِ الْ

It is putting things right between people, 
spoiling them is the shaver (destructive).

(Abu Daawood & At-Tirmizi)

4. Patience and Tolerance
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) loves 

those who are patient in their nature and avoid 
haste. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has asked 
the مومنین  “Momineen” (Faith bearers) to tolerate 
the ordeals and calamities that will be rewarded 
in the end by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), 
the Almighty. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
tests His close worshippers to test them against 
variables to see who is of concrete faith.

ۓ  ۓ  ڭڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ    ۇ     ۆ   ۆ  
“Seek help through patience and Salaah. 

It is indeed exacting, but not for those who are 
humble in their hearts” 

(Al-Baqarah 2:45)
By saying that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 

Ta’aalaa) is with the one who is patient and 
tolerant, meaning that this feature embodied the 
strength in persons molding them to encounter 
the challenges with enlighten heart.

ہُ، ومَاَ أُعْطيَِ أَحدٌَ عطَاَءً خيَرْاً وأََوْسَعَ  َّ الل يصَُبرِّهُْ  رْ  َّ ومَنَْ يتَصََب
برِْ  الصَّ منَِ 

“And whoever remains patient, Allah will 
make him patient. Nobody can be given a blessing 
better and greater than patience.”

(Bukhari)

5. Repentance for forgiveness
Human succumb 

quite easily to the trials and 
miseries eventually befell in 
the grave of sins. Still Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
does not disown His follower 
and ask him to repent in 
order to beseech His mercy. 
 Taubah” (Repentance)“ توبہ
is a good habit that shields 

a person from gross sins 
that is Why Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has 
warned His worshippers from the whispers of 
 Shaitaan” (Satan), which is the proximal“ شیطان
enemy of Human being.
ڭ   ڭ   ڭ   ڭ   ۓ   ۓ     ے   ے   ھ   ھ      ھ  
ۇ  ۇ   ۆ         ۆ  ۈ  ۈۇٴ  ۋ  ۋ  ۅ  ۅ  ۉ  ۉ  ې      

ې      ې  
“and you must seek forgiveness from your 

Lord, then, turn to Him in repentance, and He will 
provide you with good things to enjoy for a given 
time, and bestow His extra favor on everyone who 
has extra good deeds (in his account). And if you 
turn away, then, I fear for you the punishment of 
a terrible day.”                                     (Hood 11:3)

To err is human and human has born weak 
that is why the door to repentance, penitence, and 
forgiveness are all open for humans.

Aforementioned are some of the virtues 
that Islam propagates for the betterment of a 
human because eventually the fair, just, and 
righteous person will become a vital human to 
society as well. Verily, deeds will be judged on the 
intentions and will be rewarded accordingly.

ماَ لكِلُِّ امْرئٍِ ماَ نوَىَ، َّ اتِ، وإَِن َّ ماَ الْأَعمْاَلُ باِلنيِّ َّ إِن
“The reward of deeds depends upon the 

intentions and every person will get the reward 
according to what he has intended.”

(Bukhari) 

gG

Prior to Islam, the Arabs 
were in the amalgamation 
of fear and miseries, fear of 
neighbors, fear of people 
belonging to other religions 
but with the advent of 
Islam, the cruel practices 
had perished and replaced 
by love and peace.
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Question:
A person boarded an airplane after 

offering the Maghrib Salaah. The sun was visible 
when the plane went to a high altitude, now will 
he / she have to repeat the Maghrib Salaah when 
the plane landed at another place, or the first one 
will suffice? Please advise about Futoor of Sawm 
(Fasting) of the day, as well.

Answer:
The criterion for Maghrib Salaah and 

Futoor (Breaking the Fast) is sunset. When a 
person has offered Maghrib Salaah or had taken 
Futoor after witnessing sunset, the offering of 
the Maghrib Salaah and Futoor of the Sawm of 
the day will be valid, and he / she won’t have 
to repeat it. Although, in the case of Futoor, it is 
Wajib (Essential) for such person to abstain from 
eating and drinking until the sunset again. 

أن  فعلیــہ  نفــاً،  أو   
ً
فرضــا ســفینۃ  �ف  یصــی  أن  أراد  “ومــن 

یســتقبل القبلــۃ مــیت قــدر عــی ذلــک، ولیــس لــہ أن یصــی الی غــری جھتھــا 
حــیت لــودارت الســفینۃ، وھــو یصــی، وجــب علیــہ أن یــدور الی جھــۃ القبلــۃ 
حیــث دارت۔۔۔۔ ومحــل کل ذلــک إذا خــاف خــروج الوقــت قبــل أن تصــل 
الســفینۃ أو القاطــرۃ إلی المــکان الــذی یصــی فیــہ صــاۃً کاملــۃ، ولا تجــب 
یــۃ والطائــرات الجویــۃ.«  علیــہ العــادۃ، ومثــل الســفینۃ القطــر البخاریــۃ الرب
ونحوھــا. ) کتــاب الفقــہ عــی المذاھــب الأربعــۃ، کتــاب الصــاۃ ٧١٩٧/١، 

وت) دارالفکــر بــری
”فلوغربــت ثــم عــادت ھــل یعــود الوقــت بالظاھــر، نعــم ،قــال 
ابــن عابدیــن۔ رحمــہ االله تعالی:)قولہ:الطاھــر نعم(بحــث لصاحــب النھــر 
حیــث قال:ذکــر الشــافعیۃ أن الوقــت یعــود”لأن علیــہ الصــاۃ والســام  

Translated by:
Mufti Yahya Habib

Department of Jurisprudence
Jamia Farooqia Karachi

SHARI’AH SOLUTION

The Fuqahaa verdict as:
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الشــمس  غربــت  حــیت  عنــہ  االله  ر�ف  عــی  حجــر  �ف  نــام 
�ف  بحثــہ  ردمــا  إســماعیل  الشــیخ  أن  الخ۔۔۔۔قالت:عــی 
النھــر تبعــا للشــافعیۃ، بــأن صــاۃ العــر بغیبوبــۃ الشــفقق 
الحدیــث  �ف  ومــا  أداء،  یعیدھــا  لا  ورجوعھــا  قضــاء  تصــری 
خصوصیــۃ لعــی کمــا یعطیــہ قولــہ علیــہ الصــاۃ والســام 
عــی  قلت:ویلــزم  رســولک.  وطاعــۃ  طاعتــک  �ف  إنــہ کان 
الأول بطــان صــوم مــن أفطــر قبــل ردھــا وبطــان صاتــہ 
المغــرب لوســلمنا عــود الوقــت بعودھــا للکل.”)الدرالمختــار 

١/٣٦٠،٣٦١،ســعید) الصلــوٰۃ  رد، کتــاب  مــع 

Question:
What is Shari’ah ruling on 

taking medication (pills) to prevent 
menstruation? Also, is there a difference 
if a woman is married or not? 
Answer:

The ‘Abd (Servants) of Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) should 
follow the Fitrah (Nature) as created 
by the Creator, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa), in the light of teachings of the Prophet 
Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam).

The female folk, too, should not interfere 
with her natural monthly cycle. However, due 
to unavoidable circumstances (Shara’ee ‘Uzur / 
Excuse), she may take medication (pill) to delay 
the monthly cycle. The ruling is same for married 
and unmarried. 

ي مجموعۃ رسائل ابن عابدین:
لما �ف

ي كتابــه المســى بالتجنيــس 
ي صاحــب الهدايــۃ �ف

قــال المرغينــا�ف
والمزيد صاحب الجرح السائل إذا منع الجرح عن السيان بعاج يخرج 
ف الحائض، فإنها إذا  ف هذا وب�ی من أن يكون صاحب جرح سائل، فرق ب�ی
حبســت الدم عن الدرور لا تخرج من أن تكون حائضًا، لانعدام الحيض 
ع  حقيقتًــا كمــا يخــرج هــو أن يكــون صاحــب الجــرح الســائل، إلا أن الــرش
اعتــرب دم الحيــض كالخــارج حيــث جعلهــا حائضًــا مــع الأمــر بالحبــس ولــم 

ي حــق صاحــب الجــرح السائل.)الرســالۃ الثالثــۃ، الفوائــد المحضــۃ 
يعتــرب �ف

( بأحــكام كي الحمصــۃ: 55، ســهيل اكيــدمي
ي الهنديۃ:

و�ف
لا يثبــت حكــم كل منهمــا إلا بخــروج الــدم وظهــوره، وهــذا هــو 
ي الدعــاء 

ظاهــر مذهــب أصحابنــا وعليــه عامــۃ مشــايخنا وعليــه الفتــوى. )�ف
ي أحــكام الحيــض: ۳۸/۱، رشــيديۃ.)

المخصــۃ بالنبــاء �ف

Question:
What is Shari’ah ruling for a woman to 

wear socks or gloves in the state of Ihraam?

Answer:
It is permissible for a woman to wear socks 

or gloves in the state of Ihraam, but it is better not 
to wear them.

ي التنویر مع الدر:
لما �ف

‘‘. ف والحیي )’’وتلبس المخیط( والخف�ی
قال إبن عابدین رحمہ الله تعالٰی:

ي البحــر 
( زاد �ف ف (’’قولــہ: والخفــ�ی

البدائــع:لأن  ي 
�ف .قــال  والقفازیــن  ه:  وغــری

یدیھــا  تغطیــۃ  إلا  لیــس  القفازیــن  لبــس 
وأنھــا غــری ممنوعــۃ عــن ذلــک، وقولــہ علیــہ 
الصــاۃ والســام:˒˒لا تلبــس القفازیــن˓˓ نــی 
الأدلــۃ‘‘. ف  بــ�ی جمعــا  علیــہ  حملنــاه  نــدب 

ي مضاعفــۃ الصــاۃ 
)کتــاب الحــج، مطلــب �ف

بمکۃ،۶۳۰/۳،رشــیدیۃ.)
ي 

ي غنیــۃ الناســک،فصل �ف
(وکــذا �ف

احــرام المــرأۃ، ص:۱۵۵، المصبــاح(۔

Question:
If an animal has been 

slaughtered in the name of 
someone other than Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), 
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and the meat of that animal was fried or cooked 
in the oil, what would be the ruling of other foods, 
cooked in the same oil? 

Answer:
A Halaal (Islamically Permissible) animal, 

if slaughtered in the name of someone other than 
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), will be Haraam 
(Forbidden) to consume. The oil in which the 
Haraam meat was fried has been contaminated 
and this will cause everything else that comes 
into contact with it to become contaminated and 
Haraam as well.

Therefore, it is not permissible for you 
to consume other foods, as well, if cooked in the 
same contaminated oil.

یل: ف ي الترف
لما �ف

 ِ
ْ ھِــلَّ بِــہٖ لِغَــری

ُ
یْــرِ وَمَــا أ ِ ف

ْ خِرف
ْ
حْــمَ ال

َ
مَ وَل  وَالــدَّ

َ
مَیْتَــۃ

ْ
ــمُ ال

ُ
یْک

َ
مَ عَل مَــا حَــرَّ

َّ
إِن

.)ســورۃ البقرۃ،الٓایۃ:١٧٣( ِ
اللّٰ

ي الأشباه والنظائر:
و�ف

لــو  ’’إذا اجتمــع الحــال والحــرام غلــب الحــرام........ ومنہــا: 
ورۃ‘‘.)الفــن  اختلــط ودک المیتــۃ بالزیــت ونحــوه لــم یــؤکل إلا عنــد الرف

القــرآن) الثانیــۃ: ٣٠١، ٣٠5:إدارۃ  القاعــدۃ  الأول، 

Question:
I exchange Iranian currency with Pakistani 

currency on credit, but due to deferred payment, I 

get lower exchange rate. Is it permissible to deal in 
this way or not? If not, please advise any alternate 
Shari’ah solution. 

Answer:
The conditions for the validity of 

exchanging two different currencies may be 
divided in different categories:

1- Cash transaction: 
If there are two different currencies being 

exchanged “on cash”, then it is permissible to 
exchange them on any rate on condition that both 
the transacting parties are in agreement of the rate. 

2- One side credit transaction:
If there are two different currencies 

being exchanged “on one side credit”, then it is 
permissible to exchange them, only in the case, 
when the rate of exchange is on the market rate 
and not on any agreed upon rate.

3- Two side credit transaction: Not 
permissible in any case.

In above mentioned question, where 
currencies are being exchanged on one side credit, 
it is not permissible if an exchange rate is lower 
than the market rate.   

ي تکملۃ فتح الملہم:
لما �ف

نوت......فالذیــن  تســى  ي  الــیت وھي  النقدیــۃ  الأوراق  ’’وأمــا 
ي أن لا یجــوز عندھــم مبادلــۃ بعضھــا ببعــض 

ونھــا ســندات دیــن، ینبــ�ف یعترب
أصــا، لاســتلزام بیــع الدیــن بالدیــن، ولکــن قدمنــا ھنــاک أن المختــار عندنــا 
قــول مــن یجعلھــا أثمانــا، وحینئــذ تجــري علیھــا أحــکام الفلــوس النافقــۃ 
ســواء بســواء وقدمنــا آنفــا أن مبادلــۃ الفلــوس بجنســھا لا یجــوز بالتفاضــل 
ي ھــذا الزمــان ســدا 

ي أن یفــیت بھــذا القــول �ف
عنــد محمــد رحمــہ الله، ینبــ�ف

لبــاب الربــا، وعلیــہ فــا یجــوز مبادلــۃ الأوراق النقدیــۃ بجنســھا متفاضــا، 
فــیي  الأوراق  مــن  الأجنبیــۃ  العملــۃ  متماثا......وأمــا  إذا کانــت  ویجــوز 
جنــس آخــر، فیجــوز بالتفاضــل، فیجــوز بیــع ثــاث ربیــات باکســتانیۃ بریــال 
واحــد ســعودي‘‘.)کتاب المســاقاۃ والمزارعــۃ، حکــم الأوراق النقدیــۃ: ١/ 

( 5٨٩، 5٩٠:دا رالعلــوم کــرا�چ
ف الحقائق: ي تبی�ی

و�ف
’’قــال رحمــہ الله: )فحــرم الفضــل والنســاء بھمــا( أي بالجنــس 
والقدر لما بینا أنھما علۃ الربا .قال رحمہ الله: )والنســاء فقط بأحدھما( 
أي حــرم النســاء وحــل التفاضــل بوجــود أحدھمــا إمــا القــدر دون الجنــس 
کالحنطــۃ بالشــعری أو الجنــس دون القــدر کالھــروي بالھــروي لقولــہ علیــہ 
الصــاۃ والســام )الذھــب بالذھــب والفضــۃ بالفضــۃ والــرب بالــرب والشــعری 
فــإذا  بســواء  ســواء  بمثــل  مثــا  بالملــح  والملــح  بالتمــر  والتمــر  بالشــعری 
یــدا بید‘‘.)کتــاب  إذا کان  اختلفــت ھــذه الأصنــاف فبیعــوا کیــف شــئتم 

البیــوع، بــاب الربــا: ٤/ ٤5١، ٤5٢:دار الکتــب العلمیــۃ)

eE
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“The French Economic Philosopher, 
Jules Simon said, Women have started to work 
in Textile factories and printing presses etc... 
The government is employing them in factories, 
where they can earn a few francs. But on the 
other hand, this has totally destroyed the bases of 
family life. Yes, the husband may benefit from his 
wife’s earnings, but apart from that, his earnings 
have decreased because now he is competing 
with her for work.” (The Muslim Woman, Dr. 
Muhammad Ali Al Hashimi, p. 446) The famous 
English Writer, Anna Ward said, “I wish that our 
country was like the lands of the Muslims, where 
modesty, chastity and purity are like a garment...it 
is a source of shame for England that we make our 
daughters examples of promiscuity by mixing so 
much with men. Why do we not try to persue that 
which makes a girl do work which agrees with 
her natural temperament, by staying at home, and 
leaving men’s work to men, to keep their honor 
safe?” (The Muslim Woman, Dr. Muhammad Ali 
Al Hashimi, p. 447).

Most Women Don’t Want to be Working Mothers
On a personal level, while I know that 

many women will not admit it, but the actions 
of the Western woman speak volumes. They 
really do believe that it is better for a woman to 
stay home than to work. Notice that women with 
husbands in the upper income level rarely work, 
especially if she has children. My sister in law and 
my brother have been married for over ten years. 
She refuses, to this day, to have children because 
my brother cannot afford to fully support her 
and her children in the style to which they have 
become accustomed, unless she also works. She 
refuses to be a working mother and is constantly 
pointing out her sister who is more successful 
because she was able to leave her job when she 
became pregnant.

All this proves one basic point, that since 
Islam is the religion of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa), and No one Knows better than Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) how to safeguard the 
dignity, honor and success of the woman, the way 

ISLAMICS

The MusliM WoMan
sister shariFFa carlo
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He has chosen for us is the best, 
and we have the West to thank for 
proving this to us.

The Most Honorable Job
The role of the woman is 

balanced but fair. She has been 
removed from the burden of 
supporting herself, in monetary 
terms . This responsibility was 
given to the men in her life, her 
father and her brothers and even 
on the government, if the other two 
are not available. If she does not 
want to work, she does not have 
to. She is free to spend her time 
raising her children and tending 
to her family, social and religious 
life. However, if she wants to work, 
she is not forbidden to do so. She is encouraged 
to educate herself and to know her Lord, so that 
she can educate and rear her children up. She is 
discouraged from leaving her children without 
guidance and example. She is given the most 
honorable and important job in the universe; she 
is encouraged to be a mother.

Which is the Queen?
I once had a conversation with some non-

Muslims. I gave them an example: Suppose you 
were an alien visitor. You come to this society and 
view a family unit. You notice that one of them 
is completely cared for. The second person goes 
out every morning bright and early to spend the 
day working and earning money. This person 
may have a job that is intellectually stimulating, 
but often it is a job that requires strong physical 
labor. This tired worker returns to his home with 
offerings of food, clothing and shelter for this 
other mate, who has spent her time in her home, 
cleaning, cooking, playing with and educating 
children, maybe taking a break for shopping or 
going to the park (because her duties give her the 
time and luxury of doing so). Normally, the full 
salary of the worker goes towards maintaining 
this mate who stays home. Now, looking to this, 
which do you think is the superior one? Which 
is the queen and which is the servant? While we 
know that cooking, cleaning and caring for and 
educating children is a difficult job, in the long 
run, it is miles easier than working on the outside. 
We have more leisurely time, and the rewards go 
beyond monetary compensation. Most women, 

who have the choice, would never give up staying 
at home for going out to work.

During the Gulf War, a Western reporter 
interviewed a Saudi woman. The reporter, trying 
to make her feel inferior, asked her:

“Doesn’t it bother you that you are not able 
to go and get a job as a waitress, if you wanted to?”

This woman, may Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) bless her, answered:

“Are you joking? I am a woman with 
maids and servants, why would I want to lower 
myself to such a task.”

Think about it, the job of waitress is a 
glorified servant. No woman actually aspires to it, 
most are forced to do it because there is nothing 
better for them. And, many of these waitresses are 
nothing more than cheap entertainment for men. 
When questioned about not being able to drive, 
Saudi women point out that having a driver is a 
luxury that most Westerners aspire to, why is it a 
humiliation only for Muslim women? In the same 
vein, the Western woman hopes for the ability to 
be a stay-at-home mother. It is a status symbol, 
yet they try to make us feel inferior for making 
that choice the most common and preferred one. 
The West loves to make us feel inferior due to 
our choices, yet given the same choices, they look 
to reach what we have. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) keep us from following their example 
and make us an example for them.

(To be Continued)

💠💠
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After the Hijrah (Migration from 
Makkah al Mukarramah to Madinah al 
Munawwarah), there had been several 

small skirmishes fought between the Muslims and 
the Quraish of Makkah al Mukarramah. The first 
large scale battle between the Muslims and the 
Quraish was the Battle of Badr which was fought 
on the 17th of Ramadhaan 2 AH (March 624 CE) 
and took place at Badr, about 65 miles south of 
Madinah Al Munawwarah. This battle was of 
great importance in early Islamic days.

The intention of the Muslims was to 
intercept a trade caravan of Quraish travelling back 
from Syria to Makkah al Mukarramah which was 
led by Abu Sufyaan (who did not embrace Islam 
till that time.) The Muslims expected to stop the 
caravan on the trade route from Syria to Makkah 
Al Mukarramah where they would capture it.

Abu Sufyaan was informed that the 
Muslims were intending to capture the trade 
caravan. He immediately sent a messenger to 

Makkah al Mukarramah to inform the Quraish. 
The Quraishi leaders started to assemble an army 
to rescue the caravan.

The 300-317 Muslims (82-86 Makkan 
Muhaajirs i.e., Emigrants, 61 and 170 Madinian 
Ansaar i.e., Helpers, respectively from Aws and 
Khazraj, with only two horses and 70 camels, 
one for two or three men to ride alternatively) 
left Madinah al Munawwara searching the trade 
caravan, not any well-equipped army, of Quraish. 
On the way, the Muslims learned of the news that 
the Quraish had gathered an army to save their 
people and trade goods. Around this time Abu 
Sufyaan changed course to save the caravan from 
Muslims.

The Muslims when reached up to the valley 
of Badr, they found the Quraish, now a full-fledged 
army of that time, had already reached there 
and captured water resource of the valley -- the 
wells of Badr. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s 
Messenger (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) 

TH E  BAT TLE  OF BADR
Sent by: Brother Muhammad Islam 

HISTORY PAGES
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wanted to camp close to the nearest well. One of 
his Sahaabah (Companions), Sayyedina Hubab 
bin Munzir, asked if this was a divine order or 
whether it was the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam)’s own opinion. When the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) replied that it was 
his own decision, Sayyedina Hubab respectfully 
suggested that they occupy the well closest to the 
enemy so that the Quraishi army have no easy 
access to water.

Quraish positioned their forces in Al-
‘Udwat Al-Quswaa opposite the Muslim lines. A 
few of them tried to approach, in a provocative 
deed, to draw water from the wells of Badr, but 
they failed. ‘Umair bin Wahab Al-Jumahi, in an 
attempt to reconnoiter the power of the 
Muslims, made a scouting errand 
and submitted a report saying that 
the Muslims numbered as many 
as 300 men keen on fighting 
to the last man. On another 
reconnaissance mission he 
came to the conclusion that 
neither reinforcements were 
coming nor ambushes laid. He 
understood that they were too 
brave to surrender and they intent 
carrying out their duty of Jihad in the 
path of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), 
slaying the largest number possible of the enemy.

On the eve of the battle the Prophet, 
Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam) supplicated to his Lord Almighty and 
kept praying and wept in His Noble Court the 
whole night. 

تهُلْكِْ  إِنْ  كَ  َّ إِن همَُّ  َّ الل
الْإِسْلاَمِ  أَهلِْ  منِْ  العْصَِابةََ  هذَهِِ 

أَبدَاً الْأَرْضِ  فيِ  تعُبْدَْ  فلَاَ 
“O Allah! If 

this small band of 
Muslims is destroyed, 
You will never ever be 
worshipped on earth.”

He continued 
to call out to his Lord, 
stretching forth his 
hands and facing Al-
Qiblah, until his cloak 
fell off his shoulders. 
Then Sayyedina Abu 
Bakr came, embraced 
him from behind, 
picked up the cloak, 
and put it back on his 

shoulders and said:
َ هُ سَينُجِْزُ لكََ ماَ وعَدَكَ َّ كَ فإَِن َّ َب ہِ كَفاَكَ منُاَشَدتَكَُ ر َّ ياَ نبَيَِّ الل

“O Prophet of Allah! This prayer of yours 
to your Lord will suffice, for He will accomplish 
for you what He has promised to you.”

Immediate was the response from Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), Who sent down angels 
from the heavens for the help and assistance of the 
Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) and his 
Sahaabah. The Noble Quraan observes:
گگ    ک   ک   ک   ک   ڑ   ڑ   ژ   ژ   ڈ  
ڱ   ڱ    ڱ   ڳ   ڳ        ڳ   ڳ   گ   گ  

ڻ   ڻ   ں   ں   ڱ  
“When your Lord revealed to the 

angels: ‘I am with you. So, make firm 
the feet of those who believe. I shall 

cast awe into the hearts of those 
who disbelieve. So, strike at 
the necks, and strike at every 
finger-joint of theirs.”

(Al-Anfaal 8:12)
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 

Ta’aalaa), the Almighty, also 
inspired another message to His 

Messenger (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam), saying:

  پ  پ  پ   پ  ڀ  ڀ
  ڀ

“I am going to support you with one 
thousand of the angels, one following the other.”

(Al-Anfaal 8:9)
In the morning, the Prophet (SallAllaaho 

‘Alaihe WaSallam) led the Muslims in Salaah 

T h e 
3 0 0 - 3 1 7 

Muslims (82-86 Makkan 
Muhaajirs i.e., Emigrants, 61 and 

170 Madinian Ansaar i.e., Helpers, 
respectively from Aws and Khazraj, with 

only two horses and 70 camels, one for two 
or three men to ride alternatively) left 

Madinah al Munawwara searching 
the trade caravan, not any well-

equipped army, of Quraish.
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(Prayers) and then led them in the battle field 
himself, while the army of the Quraish (around 
950 to 1000 men with around 700 camels and about 
a 100 horses) was commanded by Abu Jahl 
(‘Amr bin Hishaam).

When the two parties 
approached closer and were 
visible to each other, the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) 
began supplicating to Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa):

“O Allah! The conceited 
and haughty Quraish are already 
here defying You and belying 
Your Messenger. O Allah! I am 
waiting for Your victory which You 
have promised me. I beseech You Allah 
to defeat them (the enemies).”

He also gave strict orders that his men 
would not start fighting until he gave them his 
final word. He recommended that they use their 
arrows sparingly and never resort to sword unless 
the enemies came too close.

Abu Jahl had also prayed for victory last 
night, saying:

“Our Lord, whichever of the two parties 
was less kind to his relatives, and brought us what 
we do not know, then destroy him tomorrow.”.

They were confident that their superior 
number, equipment and experience would be 
decisive. The Noble Quraan told them that the 
decision had come, and the victory — but not in 
the sense they had hoped for:
ڦ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄڃ   ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  
چچ  چ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ   ڍ  ڌ  ڌ  ڎ        ڎ  ڈ  

ڈ  ژ  ژ  
“(O unbelievers!) If you were looking for a 

decision, the ‘decision‘ has come upon you. And if 
you give up, it is better for you. And if you repeat, 
We shall repeat. And your people shall not suffice 
you at all, even though they are many in number; 
and Allah is with the believers.”

(Al-Anfaal 8:19)
The battle started when three warriors 

from the Quraishi army, Utbah, Shaibah and Al-
Waleed emerged and challenged the Muslims. 
From the side of Muslims three Ansaar of Madinah 
al Munawwarah emerged but the Quraish refused 
to fight them. They started taunting the Muslims 
and said that they have nothing against the people 
of Madinah al Munawwarah and they only wish 
to fight the people from Makkah al Mukarramah.

The Ansaar were, then, called back 

and Sayyidina Ali bin Abi Taalib, the first 
cousin of the Prophet Muhammad (SallAllaaho 
‘Alaihe WaSallam), Sayyidina ‘Ubaidah and 

Sayyidina Hamzah, the uncle of the 
Prophet Muhammad (SallAllaaho 

‘Alaihe WaSallam), responded 
to the challenge. Sayyidina Ali 

and Sayyidina Hamzah killed 
their opponents but Sayyidina 
‘Ubaidah, despite killing his 
opponent, was severely injured 
and died a few days after.

This was followed by a 
few more duels but the Makkans 

suffered terrible defeats in all the 
combats and lost some of their most 

precious lives. They were too much 
exasperated and enraged and fell upon 

the Muslims to exterminate them once and for all. 
The Muslims, however, after supplicating their 
Lord, calling upon Him for assistance, were made 
to hold to their position and conduct a defensive 
war plan that was successful enough to inflict 
heavy losses on the attackers. 

During the instances, the Prophet 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) took a handful of 
gravel, cast it at the enemy and said: “Confusion 
seize their faces!” As he flung the dust, a violent 
sandstorm blew like furnace blast into the 
eyes of the enemies. With respect to this, Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) says:

پ  پ  پ  ڀ   ڀ  ڀ  ڀٺ    ٹ  
“And you (O Muhammad!) threw not 

when you did throw but Allah threw.”
(Al-Anfaal 8:17)

Only then did he give clear orders to 
launch a counter-attack. He was commanding the 
Muslims, inspiring confidence among his men 
and exhorting them to fight manfully for the sake 
of their Lord. It wasn’t long before the Quraish 
army tuned their backs and start fleeing, some 
were taken prisoner by the Muslims.

Abu Jahl, the commander of the Quraish, 
was killed along with about 70 other tribesmen of 
Quraish. The Muslims lost about 14 Sahaabah that 
day.

There is strong evidence in the Holy 
Quraan and Hadeeth that Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) sent down angels led by Archangel 
Jibreel (Gabriel) to help the Muslims in the Battle 
of Badr. This was the first major victory of Islam 
against the unbelievers.

🍃🍃

S a y y i d i n a 
Ali bin Abi 

Taalib, the first 
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Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe 
WaSallam), Sayyidina ‘Ubaidah 
and Sayyidina Hamzah, the 
uncle of the Prophet Muhammad 
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam), 
responded to the challenge 

of Quraish, first in the 
battlefield.
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A few weeks ago, about 100 Muslim brothers 
surrounded a School teacher, Lincoln 
Randall, at a Masjid, in Launceston, 

Tasmania, Australia, as he took his Shahaadah 
(Pledge) ---- ِدٌ رسُّولُ اللہ َّ ا اللہُ محُمَ  There is no God“ لآَ الِهَٰ الَِّ
But Allah, Muhammad is his Messenger” — a 
statement of faith taken on entry into the Religion 
of Islam.

But if you’d told him six 
months ago that he’d become a 
Muslim, he said he probably 
would have laughed.

Born into a non-
practicing Protestant family, 
Mr. Randall said that while 
he always believed in God, 
Christianity just didn’t sit right 
with him.

“I’d been to a few Christian churches 
before and that was a battle for me. I just didn’t 
feel like I connected or that it made sense,” he said.

While living in Indonesia 18 years ago he 
first met Muslim people.

Taken aback “by how warming they were, 
and the sort of beautiful people they were”, it 
encouraged him to explore Islam further.

During his Shahaadah, he felt officially 
welcomed into the community. 

“It was overwhelming. I was very nervous, 

but I felt the warmth from every single person who 
came up to me and welcomed me,” Mr. Randall 
said.

From 2016 to 2021, the Tasmanian Muslim 
community grew to 2,449 people; it’s now 
estimated to be at least 3,000 people, according 
to Mostafa Seleem, the founder of Launceston’s 
Masjid. 

Nationally, the Bureau 
of Statistics recorded 813,392 
Muslims in Australia in 2021. 

Islam is the world’s 
fastest growing religion. Due 
to globalization, immigration 
and higher birth rates — as 
noted by Pew Research Centre 
— it makes sense.

Interestingly, there’s also a gradual stream 
of Westerners picking up Islam.

A 2023 report by Cambridge University 
Press found interest has been on the rise in 
the West, with 15.8 per cent of 1,034 surveyed 
Australian Muslims self-identifying in 2020 as 
converts.

And in the United States, a 2017 Pew 
Research report found one in five of 1,001 surveyed 
Muslims were converts, and 57 per cent of converts 
were previously Protestant or Orthodox Christian. 

Dr Seleem has helped 10 northern 

REVERSION TOWARDS TRUTH

Westerners reverting 
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Tasmanians convert to Islam since his Masjid 
opened last year, nine from traditional Western 
backgrounds.

He said the Masjid community was at least 
700 strong Muslims.

“At least every three or four 
months we have someone of 
Caucasian background who’s 
lost in a way or are looking for 
some answers to very deep 
and specific questions,” Dr 
Seleem said.

But it doesn’t come 
without challenges.

Mr Randall said one 
new member of his community 
was still adapting to practices like 
offering Fardh Salaah (Obligatory 
Prayers) five times a day and 
observing Sawm (Fasting) for Ramadhaan.

“Diving into five times a day is probably 
a pretty huge undertaking for someone who’s 
coming from a long traditionally Western 
background,” he said.

“At the moment, the most important thing 
was taking the Shahaadah. Now, it’s about trying 
to implement prayer life into my life. But that’s a 
slow journey.”

Dr Seleem said while offering Salaah five 
times a day might sound like a burden to some, 
for those embracing the religion of the God, none 
other but Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), for 

many it provides frequent meaningful 
connection with Allah (Subhaanahu 

Wa Ta’aalaa), mindfulness of 
His presence and spiritual 

nourishment.
“You get to let go of 

what’s on your mind, what’s 
occupying you,” he said.

“Every time you feel 
you’ve been overwhelmed 
with work or life, Salaah 

reminds you the purpose of life, 
it organizes your work priorities, 

it attracts Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa)’s help in everything you do.

“We talk about social, work and 
academic intelligence. Nobody ever tells me about 
spiritual intelligence, and that’s exactly what 
Islam does.”

Looking across the country, from Hijab 
tutorials to Ramadhaan activities and Eid delights, 
the Muslims support each other along with new 
Muslims.

One of them disclosed: 60 females had 

D r 
H a l a f o f f 

says it’s important to 
recognize the diversity within 

Islam and other religions: “It’s 
something we don’t typically talk 
or learn about at school: internal 
diversity in terms of religious 

denomination, but also different 
cultural groups, as Islam has 

a significant presence in 
A s i a . ”
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joined us this year for support as new Muslims — 
about 80 per cent of them were from traditionally 
non-Muslim ethnicities. 

“We have Greeks, Italians, we have South 
Americans, Chinese backgrounds, but they’re 
Australian. We have so many that are your typical 
Australian-English person,” a lady, born in 
Newcastle to Italian parents, said.

Her story of Islam started with meeting 
Muslim people at church which inspired her to do 
her own research.

Meeting her Muslim husband 
later also encouraged her decision.

And while marriage is often 
a catalyst, as it was in her case 
around 14 years ago, she said it 
is allowed for Muslims to marry 
other females of اھل الکتاب “Ahl ul 
Kitaab” (People of Book).

She said there were 
many reasons for converting. 
For instance, she noticed young 
people studying religion at 
school becoming intrigued 
about Islam.

She also believed 
many found solace in the 
stability of strict rules and 
what she described as 
practical, clear answers to 
life’s big questions.

“(The world,) it’s continuously changing, 
people are unable to keep up with the trends. But 
in Islam, like their religion, it never changes. It 
just offers stability, kind of remove our focus from 
materialism.”

She admits she received inquiries from all 
over Australia, the majority from cities, however 
she noticed many rural, small-town Australians 
picking up Islam too.

“I find it fascinating when I hear the story 
of another new Muslim; (I think to myself) how 
did you get here? What’s your journey?”

Dr Seleem said he was proud of the Masjid, 
which had helped ground new Muslims in their 
community.

“Launceston has become a hub to address 
and receive considerable number of immigrants, 
multiculturalism, diversity that I love about 
Australia,” he said.

With an influx of migrants from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, India and Bangladesh over the 
last years, migration has been a contributor to 

Australia’s biggest minority religion: Islam.
Almost 126,000 people who arrived in 

Australia between 2016 and 2021 were Muslims.
But the biggest contributor to the growth 

of Islam came via Australian-born Muslims.
One Muslimah, who was born in 

Australia, but her parents were born in Lebanon 
and migrated to Australia in the 1990s, said: “I 
am grateful to them always, having come from 
the Middle East, from a country that is very much 

war-torn and very difficult to 
live in.”

Now married with one 
daughter and another on the 
way, she is keen for more young 
people to better understand 
Islam.

“My main vision in life 
is to be able to teach people 
what Islam is — Muslims are 
part and parcel of the Australian 
community. There is no conflict 
between being a Muslim, and 
being an Australian,” she says.

Followers of Islam in 
Australia come from many parts 
of the world, including one of the 
nearest neighbors, Indonesia, which 
has the biggest Muslim population 
in the world.

Dr Halafoff says it’s important 
to recognize the diversity within Islam and other 
religions.

“It’s something we don’t typically talk or 
learn about at school: internal diversity in terms of 
religious denomination, but also different cultural 
groups, as Islam has a significant presence in 
Asia.”

Aileen Ma was born to a Muslim family 
in north-west China and came to Australia as an 
international student in 2003.

She is one of nearly 5,000 Muslims of 
Chinese heritage in Australia.

“People say, ‘Wow, you are Muslim, and 
Chinese? You are the first I have ever met’,” she 
says.

“It is fine, but it does get tiring explaining.”
“I am happy to see the Muslim community 

grow in Australia and to see so much cultural and 
religious diversity.”

🌴🌴🌴

10 northern Tasma-
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Nature’s beauty is one of the most 
wonderful blessings gifted to mankind 
by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), 

the Almighty. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) 
has created nature not only for our physical 
existence but also for our psychological well-
being. His creations portray a magnificent touch 
of beauty which can never be surpassed by any 
man-made object. Therefore, it is the Will of Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) to make mankind’s 
existence in this world a memorable one so that 
man in return shows his gratefulness to him in a 
humble manner. Al-Hamdulillaah!

All of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s 
creations prove that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) loves beauty and also wants us to be 
conscious of its importance. In every aspect of 
nature, be it the running water from the sky, 
the amazing water surface above sea, the high 

mountains or the flying birds, creatures in the 
sea or the wilderness in the forest, or the dry 
desert and the oases therein, there is eye catching 
attraction for the man to feed his inner senses. 
Wherever we turn around to cast a look, we are 
greeted abundantly with the spectacular beauty of 
nature. Without this touch of attraction in nature, 
man’s life on earth could be a mere dull existence.

Take the majestic sun which rises in the 
morning, spreading its brilliant rays of flaming 
colors to wake us in the dawn. The splendor of its 
beauty creates such liveliness in us to produce not 
only an energetic feeling, but also to present the 
whole world a magnificent scenery. The attractive 
scene of the sunrise and the sunset draw millions 
of people to the mountain tops or to the sea sides 
specifically to admire them to bring a soothing 
effect to their disturbed minds.

With the rising of the sun, there emerge the 
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blooming flowers in various colors and shades. 
Has Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) created 
these bloomers in arrays of hues without any 
meaning? The sparkling beauty of these bloomers 
in red, yellow, orange 
gold and violet are simply 
fabulous and breathtakingly 
eye catching. Have the 
roses, jasmines orchids and 
magnolias name to some of 
them, just cropped up wildly 
and meaninglessly? Forests 
and deserts too encompass 
colorful wild flowers and 
plants to treat the travelers 
through them with glints of 
brightness and beauty.

Isn’t man able to derive great pleasure in 
such companions around him? Shouldn’t man 
be thankful to the creator for giving him such 
happiness free of charge?

Just imagine a world without trees and 
plants. Who created them with such abundance 
of resourcefulness adding a touch of cooling 
greenery that stretches over the earth unending? 
From the great oaks to tiny bushes and grass, we 
get not only food, shelter and protection but also 
a soothing array of colorful formation to feed our 
hungry eyes. How would our life be in a place 
where everything is brown instead of the green 

coolness you get from the vegetation? It is very 
unfortunate that man today is so thoughtless, 
selfish and callous to destroy these valuable gifts. 
Isn’t he heading towards destruction?

Birds, bees, butterflies 
and other creatures around 
us give added brightness 
to the environment. Why 
should Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa) create so many birds 
large and small with brilliant 
colors including gold and 
silver? If one visited a birds’ 
conservation park, he would 
realize how Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa) has gifted man 

with his blessings to cater to his aesthetic sense 
in these beautiful creations. They are created with 
such delicacy, coordination and color combination 
which evidently prove Allah (Subhaanahu Wa 
Ta’aalaa)’s benevolent kindness to man to live a 
life filled with calmness, serenity and joy.

Animals huge and tiny, roaming on 
earth enhance this further. Ever wonder how the 
monstrous looking whales and giant elephants 
on land came to be on earth without Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s help? Don’t they 
bring us the joy of seeing his creations with 
amazement?

Look at our water resources. They are not 

One can spend hours watching 
the waves in the sea that 
display Allah (Subhaanahu 
Wa Ta’aalaa)’s love for beauty. 
Certainly, there is a lesson for 
man to understand the meanings 
behind these creations.
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only simply water resources, but are also great 
attractions that captivate our senses. Waterfalls 
especially are great aspects of beauty that bring 
a great sense of calmness to us. The vast blue 
ocean and the ever flowing rivers have their own 
projection of attraction. One can spend hours 
watching the waves in the sea that display Allah 
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s love for beauty.

Certainly, there is a lesson for man to 
understand the meanings behind these creations.

What if the world is a colorless dry arid 
desert? Can you and I be here reading a text like 
this?
ک   ک   ک   ڑ   ڑ   ژ   ژ       ڈ  

گ   گ   گ   ک     
“Surely, in the creation of the heavens and 

the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are signs for the people of wisdom.”

(Aale ‘Imraan 3:190)
ں      ں   ڱ   ڱ   ڱ   ڱ   ڳ   ڳ    ڳ   ڳ  
ہ   ہ   ہ   ہ   ۀ   ۀ   ڻ   ڻ         ڻ   ڻ  
ڭ    ڭ   ۓ   ۓ   ے   ے   ھ   ھ   ھ    ھ  
ڭ  ڭۇ  ۇ  ۆ  ۆ  ۈ    ۈ  ۇٴۋ  ۋ  ۅ  ۅ    ۉ  ۉ  

ې   ې  
“He is the One who sent down water 

from the heavens. Then We brought forth with it 
vegetation of all kinds. Then from it We brought 
grains set upon one another. From the palm-trees, 
from their spathes, come forth the low hanging 
bunches. (We produce) vineyards and the olive 
and the pomegranate, either similar or not similar 
to each other. Look at its fruit when it bears fruit, 
and at its ripening. Surely, in all this there are 

signs for the people 
who believe.”

(Al-An’aam 
6:99)

ڌ   ڍ   ڍ  
ڈ    ڎ   ڎ   ڌ  
ڈژ  ژ  ڑ         ڑ  ک  
گ       گ   کگ   ک   ک  
ڱ   ڳ   ڳ   ڳ    گڳ  

ڱ   ڱ   ڱ  
“And He is 

the One who spread 
out the earth and 
made mountains 
and rivers on it, and 
created in it the pairs 
of two from all the 
fruits. He makes the 

night cover the day. Surely, in that there are signs 
for a people who think.”

(Ar-Ra’d 13:3)
ڦ          ڦ   ڤ   ڤ   ڤ   ڤ       ٹ   ٹ   ٹ  

ڄ   ڦ   ڦ  
“As for the earth, We have stretched it out 

and placed on it firm mountains, and We have 
caused to grow in it everything well-balanced.”

(Al-Hijr 15:19)
ڑ   ڑ   ژ   ژ   ڈ   ڈ    ڎ  
ڳ    ڳ   ڳ   گ   گ   گ   گ    کک   ک    ک  

“He causes the crops therewith to grow for 
you, and olives, and date palms, and grape vines, 
and all the fruits. Surely, in that, there is a sign for 
a people who ponder.”

(An-Nahl 16:11)
ۋ   ۋ   ۇٴ    ۈ   ۆۈ   ۆ   ۇ   ۇ  

ۅ  
 “And We made the sky a protected roof;

and they are averse to its signs.”
(Al-Anbiyaa 21:32)

ھ   ھ  ھ    ھ   ےے  ۓ  ۓ  ڭ  ڭ  ڭ  
ې   ۉ       ۉ   ۅ   ۅ   ۋ   ۋ   ۈۇٴ   ۈ      ۆ   ۆ   ۇ   ۇ   ڭ   

ې  ې  ې          ى  
“He has created the skies without the 

pillars that you may see, and placed mountains on 
the earth, lest it shakes with you, and spread over 
it all kinds of creatures. And We sent down water 
from the heavens, and caused to grow in it every 
noble pair.”

(Luqmaan 31:10)
♻ ♻


